Dr Williamson thought there was certainly a similarity between diphtheria and scarlet fever; he had not had many opportunities of seeing true diphtheria, but he had been led to believe that it was merely a bastard scarlatina. He believed that whenever you had diphtheria, scarlet fever was not far off". As to the first group of cases described by Dr Begbie, he (Dr W.) might mention that shortly after Miss A. was laid up with the disease, a patient of his own who had been much with her, became affected with well-marked diphtheria, and ten or twelve days afterwards, one of the female servants was attacked with malignant scarlet fever.
Dr Begbie had but few remarks to make. He could not agree with Dr Duncan in thinking that diphtheria ran an irregular course; he thought it was very analogous in this respect to typhus or scarlet fever, which, although presenting differences in individual cases, had, on the whole, distinctly characterized stages. In reference to the observation of Dr Ilitchie, he (Dr B.) could not say that he had remarked any cases which had led him to believe that diphtheria was connected with deficient sanitary arrangements. In the first set of cases, which occurred near Leith, there no doubt had been a large dungheap at a short distance from the house, and both Dr Paterson and himself, believing that it might have had something to do with the generation of the disease, had had it removed, but they had neither of them laid much stress upon this circumstance. Dr Begbie had been much pleased with Dr Robertson's observation with regard to the state of the eye in the amaurosis which was so often a sequela of the disease ; he had not paid minute attention to the state of the pupil, but he hoped that Dr Robertson would follow out the subject he had suggested. 
